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The controversial 1922 Federal Baseball Supreme Court ruling held that the "business of base ball" was not
subject to the Sherman Antitrust Act because it did not constitute interstate commerce. In Baseball on Trial,
legal scholar Nathaniel Grow defies conventional wisdom to explain why the unanimous Supreme Court
opinion authored by Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, which gave rise to Major League Baseball's exemption
from antitrust law, was correct given the circumstances of the time.
 
Currently a billion dollar enterprise, professional baseball teams crisscross the country while the games are
broadcast via radio, television, and internet coast to coast. The sheer scope of this activity would seem to
embody the phrase "interstate commerce." Yet baseball is the only professional sport--indeed the sole
industry--in the United States that currently benefits from a judicially constructed antitrust immunity. How
could this be?
 
Drawing upon recently released documents from the National Baseball Hall of Fame, Grow analyzes how
the Supreme Court reached this seemingly peculiar result by tracing the Federal Baseball litigation from its
roots in 1914 to its resolution in 1922, in the process uncovering significant new details about the
proceedings. Grow observes that while interstate commerce was measured at the time by the exchange of
tangible goods, baseball teams in the 1910s merely provided live entertainment to their fans, while radio was
a fledgling technology that had little impact on the sport. The book ultimately concludes that, despite the
frequent criticism of the opinion, the Supreme Court's decision was consistent with the conditions and legal
climate of the early twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Reynolds:

The ability that you get from Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption could be the
more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust
Exemption giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular
Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption instantly.

Elizabeth Hart:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Baseball on Trial: The Origin of
Baseball's Antitrust Exemption e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Baseball
on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't assess book by its include, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Michael Earl:

Beside this specific Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption in your phone, it may
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely get what it's exactly about. Oh come on,
that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Sanjuanita Mecham:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This book Baseball on Trial: The Origin of Baseball's Antitrust Exemption was
filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get



book that you simply wanted.
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