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A mesmerizing figure in concert, Charles Munch was celebrated for his electrifying public performances. He
was a pioneer in many arenas of classical music--establishing Berlioz in the canon, perfecting the orchestral
work of Debussy and Ravel, and leading the world to Roussel, Honegger, and Dutilleux. A pivotal figure, his
accomplishments put him on a par with Arturo Toscanini and Leonard Bernstein.

In Charles Munch, D. Kern Holoman provides the first full biography of this giant of twentieth-century
music, tracing his dramatic survival in occupied Paris, his triumphant arrival at the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, and his later years, when he was a leading cultural figure in the United States, a man known and
admired by Presidents Truman, Eisenhower, and Kennedy. He turned to conducting only in middle age, after
two decades as a violinist and concertmaster, a background which gave him special insight into the
relationship between conductor and orchestra. At the podium, his bond with his musicians unleashed
something in them and in himself. "A certain magic took wing that amounts to the very essence of music in
concert," the author writes, as if "public performance loosed the facets of character and artistry and poetry
otherwise muffled by his timidity and simple disinclination to say much." In concert, Munch was arresting,
even seductive, sweeping his baton in an enormous arch from above his head down to his knee. Yet as
Holoman shows, he remained a lonely, even sad figure, a widower with no children, a man who fled
admirers and avoided reporters.

With groundbreaking research and sensitive, lyrical writing, Charles Munch penetrates the enigma to capture
this elusive musical titan.
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From reader reviews:

Victor Shepard:

The reserve untitled Charles Munch is the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the book content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their way of
doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to
ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book
of Charles Munch from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Debra Sudduth:

Typically the book Charles Munch has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can
get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just
before write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Lois Huseby:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read
a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also soon. The
Charles Munch offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Amy Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Charles Munch can be the solution, oh how comes? The
new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this new era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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