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Finally the Truth about the Rise of the West

Modernity developed only in the West—in Europe and North America. Nowhere else did science and
democracy arise; nowhere else was slavery outlawed. Only Westerners invented chimneys, musical scores,
telescopes, eyeglasses, pianos, electric lights, aspirin, and soap.

The question is, Why?

Unfortunately, that question has become so politically incorrect that most scholars avoid it. But acclaimed
author Rodney Starkprovides the answers in this sweeping new look at Western civilization.

How the West Won demonstrates the primacy of uniquely Western ideas—among them the belief in free
will, the commitment to the pursuit of knowledge, the notion that the universe functions according to rational
rules that can be discovered, and the emphasis on human freedom and secure property rights.

Taking readers on a thrilling journey from ancient Greece to the present, Stark challenges much of the
received wisdom about Western history. How the West Won shows, for example:

• Why the fall of Rome was the single most beneficial event in the rise of Western civilization
• Why the “Dark Ages” never happened
• Why the Crusades had nothing to do with grabbing loot or attacking the Muslim world unprovoked
• Why there was no “Scientific Revolution” in the seventeenth century
• Why scholars’ recent efforts to dismiss the importance of battles are ridiculous: had the Greeks lost at the
Battle of Marathon, we probably would never have heard of Plato or Aristotle

Stark also debunks absurd fabrications that have flourished in the past few decades: that the Greeks stole
their culture from Africa; that the West’s “discoveries” were copied from the Chinese and Muslims; that
Europe became rich by plundering the non-Western world. At the same time, he reveals the woeful
inadequacy of recent attempts to attribute the rise of the West to purely material causes—favorable climates,
abundant natural resources, guns and steel.

How the West Wondisplays Rodney Stark’s gifts for lively narrative history and making the latest
scholarship accessible to all readers. This bold, insightful book will force you to rethink your understanding
of the West and the birth of modernity—and to recognize that Western civilization really has set itself apart
from other cultures.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Bufkin:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will need this How the West Won: The Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity.

Tommie Matthews:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take How the West Won: The Neglected Story of the Triumph
of Modernity as your daily resource information.

Veronica Gregor:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book
How the West Won: The Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity. You can contribute your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.

Brandi Johnson:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the
item when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book How the West Won: The
Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make
you enjoy to see it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve How the West Won: The
Neglected Story of the Triumph of Modernity can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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