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Mrs Astor, undisputed queen of New York society in the decades before World War I, used her prestige to
create a social aristocracy in the city; an invitation to one of her parties was a coveted mark of social
acceptance, and exclusion meant social banishment. Mrs Astor's story, which reads like a novel by Edith
Wharton, sheds light on the origins, extravagant lifestyle, and social competitiveness of this aristocracy, and
it is told here by Eric Homberger. Homberger argues that the arrival in New York of a tidal wave of new
wealth after the Civil War pushed the city's old families into a redefinition of the practices and
responsibilities of aristocracy. The public wanted to know more about the neighbourhoods, clothes,
marriages, entertainments, scandals and divorces of the wealthy, so during the 1880s, Mrs Astor presided
over a revolution in their social visibility. With Ward McAllister she created the Patriarchs, whose annual
balls were the most sought-after social events of the time. She also established the "400", the definitive list of
the socially acceptable, ordaining which families could be accepted and which must remain in social
exclusion. Homberger describes the festivities of this social elite, their homes and environments, and their
social struggles. His diverting account of lives of discreet and not-so-discreet excess recaptures New York's
high society and shows how its members were transformed into America's first celebrities.
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From reader reviews:

Bernard McLaren:

The book Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover) can give more knowledge
and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the good thing like a book Mrs. Astor's New
York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover)? Several of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim this book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all
of these. Book Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover) has simple shape but
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by wide open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

James Rouse:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Mrs. Astor's
New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover) suitable to you? Typically the book was written
by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age
(Hardcover)is the main of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new age that you ever know before. The
author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to know the core of this
guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world with this book.

Jim Loop:

Exactly why? Because this Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Daniel Scott:

Guide is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover) we can get more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply



choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
Mrs. Astor's New York: Money and Power in a Gilded Age (Hardcover). You can more desirable than now.
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