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Rosanna Chiofalo's poignant, beautifully written novel evokes the stunning scenery of Sicily and the Aeolian
Islands and tells of mothers and daughters, love and sacrifice--and the choices that resound across continents
and through generations.

Julia Parlatone doesn't have much to remember her Italian mother by. A grapevine that Sarina planted still
flourishes in the backyard of Julia's childhood home in Astoria, Queens. And there's a song, "Stella Mia," she
recalls her mother singing--my star, my star, you are the most beautiful star--until the day she left three-year-
old Julia behind and returned to Italy for good.

Now a happily married school teacher, Julia tries not to dwell on a past she can't change or on a mother who
chose to leave. But in an old trunk in the family basement, she discovers items that belonged to her mother--a
song book, Tarot cards, a Sicilian folk costume--and a diary. Sarina writes unflinchingly of her harsh
childhood and of a first, passionate love affair;of blissful months spent living in the enchanting coastal resort
town of Taormina and the unspoiled Aeolian Islands north of Sicily as well as the reasons she came to New
York. By the diary's end, Julia knows she must track down her mother in Italy and piece together the rest of
the complex, bittersweet truth--a journey that, for better or worse, will change her own life forever.

Praise For The Novels Of Rosanna Chiofalo

Carissima

"What a glorious novel this is. It's a celebration of life, love and unlikely friendship through the eyes of two
very different women. Yet their similarities bind them together and will endear them to readers long after the
last page is turned. Bravissima for Carissima!" --Susan Wiggs, # 1 New York Times bestselling author

"Fantastico! I couldn't put it down!" --Lisa Jackson, # 1 New York Times bestselling author

Bella Fortuna

"Chiofalo brings the Italian immigrant community and neighborhoods richly to life." --Publishers Weekly

"Reading Rosanna Chiofalo's depiction of a modern Italian-American family is like digging into a fresh bowl
of pasta--warm, welcome, and satisfying. A deeply felt debut that affirms the importance of friends and
family--Italian-style." --Lisa Verge Higgins, author of Random Acts of Kindness

"Well-drawn characters. . .A charmer." --BookPage

"Sometimes tough, sometimes tender, always heartfelt and honest, Bella Fortuna is a lively, finely-stitched
tale of life and love, family and friendship, and a zest for cose Italiane!" --Peter Pezzelli, author of Home to
Italy
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Ralph:

The book Stella Mia make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject.
If you can make looking at a book Stella Mia to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like start and read a publication Stella Mia. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Anthony Harrison:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Stella Mia book written by well-
known writer who knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book.
Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still skepticism Stella Mia as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its protect, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Joseph Navarro:

This Stella Mia is great e-book for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that
hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough
core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Stella Mia in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world
in ten or fifteen minute right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and
Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Scott Rochelle:

Beside this kind of Stella Mia in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Stella Mia because this book offers to you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from right now!
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