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An ugly subject, but one that needs to be treated thoroughly and comprehensively, with a discreet wit and no
excessive relish. These needs are richly satisfied in Larissa Tracy's bold and important book. DEREK
PEARSALL, ProfessorEmeritus, Harvard University. Torture - that most notorious aspect of medieval
culture and society - has evolved into a dominant mythology, suggesting that the Middle Ages was a period
during which sadistic torment wasinflicted on citizens with impunity and without provocation: popular
museums displaying such gruesome implements as the rack, the strappado, the gridiron, the wheel, and the
Iron Maiden can be found in many modern European cities.These lurid images of medieval torture have re-
emerged within recent discussions on American foreign policy and the introduction of torture legislation as a
weapon in the ""War on Terror"", and raised questions about its history and reality, particularly given its
proliferation in some literary genres and its relative absence in others. This book challenges preconceived
ideas about the prevalence of torture and judicial brutality in medieval society byarguing that their portrayal
in literature is not mimetic. Instead, it argues that the depictions of torture and brutality represent satire,
critique and dissent; they have didactic and political functions in opposing the statusquo. Torture and
brutality are intertextual literary motifs that negotiate cultural anxieties of national identity; by situating these
practices outside their own boundaries in the realm of the barbarian ""Other"", medieval and early-modern
authors define themselves and their nations in opposition to them. Works examined range from Chaucer to
the Scandinavian sagas to Shakespeare, enabling a true comparative approach to be taken. Larissa Tracy
isAssociate Professor, Longwood University.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Torture and Brutality
in Medieval Literature? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have different opinion?

Rene Defeo:

The guide with title Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature has a lot of information that you can
understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you with new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

William Henslee:

You can spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Torture and Brutality in Medieval
Literature is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not
get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you quicker to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when
you buy this book.

Jennifer David:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's
soul or real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at
this time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Torture and Brutality in Medieval Literature can make you feel more
interested to read.
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