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Taking advantage of electronic information bases, Altheide, whose previous interpretive studies of the mass
media are well known, uses a "tracking discourse" method to show how the nature and use of the word "fear"
by mass media have changed over the years. His analysis examines how some of the topics associated with
fear (e.g., AIDS, crime, immigrants, race, sexuality, schools, children) have shifted in emphasis, and how
certain news organizations and social institutions benefit from the exploitation of fear.

This book is about fear and its expanding place in our public life. The author documents the rise of a
"discourse of fear" in the present era: the pervasive communication, symbolic awareness, and expectation
that danger and risk surround us. Altheide offers explanations of how this occurred and suggests some of its
serious social consequences. In doing so, he focuses on the nature and use of social power and social control.
The mass media play a significant role in shaping social definitions that govern social action. Relatedly, his
methodological and theoretical foundation in classical social theory, existential-phenomenology,
ethnomethodology, and symbolic interactionism leads him to view social power as the capacity to define
situations for self and others.

Creating Fear is focused on sorting out the ways that the mass media and popular culture help define social
situations. It helps understand the nature, process, and organization of mass media operations, including
news procedures, perspectives, and formats. It recognizes the need to expand our methodological
frameworks to incorporate new information technologies and databases and to ask different questions. This
volume, which attempts to break the circle of fear discourse, will be of interest to sociologists, communi-
cations scholars, and criminologists.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Spencer:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Creating Fear: News and the
Construction of Crisis (Social Problems and Social Issues). All type of book could you see on many
resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Robert Miller:

This Creating Fear: News and the Construction of Crisis (Social Problems and Social Issues) book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Creating Fear: News and the Construction of Crisis
(Social Problems and Social Issues) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Creating Fear: News and the Construction of Crisis
(Social Problems and Social Issues) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Creating Fear: News
and the Construction of Crisis (Social Problems and Social Issues) having excellent arrangement in word as
well as layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Wesley Jerkins:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also get a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book this improve your
knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if you want get
more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one using theme for entertaining
such as comic or novel. Often the Creating Fear: News and the Construction of Crisis (Social Problems and
Social Issues) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Donald Wexler:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Creating Fear: News and the
Construction of Crisis (Social Problems and Social Issues) is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your
smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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