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Nations, States, and Violence presents a revisionist view of the sources of nationalism, the relationship of the
nation to culture, and the implications of nationalism and cultural heterogeneity for the future of the nation-
state. It accepts the now-standard view that national identities are not inherited traits but constructed
communities in order to serve political ends. But the resulting national identities do not emerge from some
metaphorical plebiscite as had been suggested by some; rather they result from efforts by people to
coordinate their identities with people who share at least some cultural traits with them. Coordination leads
to powerful social and cultural ties that are hard to unravel, and this explains the persistence of national
identities.
Understood as the result of coordination dynamics, the implications of national homogeneity and
heterogeneity are explored. The book shows that national heterogeneity is not, as it is sometimes accused of
being, a source of hatred and violence. Nonetheless, there are advantages to homogeneity for the production
of public goods and economic growth. Whatever the positive implications of homogeneity, the book shows
that in the current world, classic nation-states are defunct. Heterogeneity is proliferating not only due to
migration but also because small groups in many states once thought to be homogeneous are coordinating to
demand national recognition. With the prohibitive costs of eliminating cultural heterogeneity, citizens and
leaders need to learn how best to manage, or even take advantage of, national diversity within their countries.
Management of diversity demands that we understand the coordination aspects of national heterogeneity, a
perspective that this book provides.
In addition to providing a powerful theory of coordination and cultural diversity, the book provides a host of
engaging vignettes of Somalia, Spain, Estonia, and Nigeria, where the author has conducted original field
research. The result is a book where theory is combined with interpretations of current issues on nationalism,
economic growth, and ethnic violence.
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From reader reviews:

James Brown:

The book Nations, States, and Violence give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize
to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Nations, States, and
Violence being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Nations, States, and Violence. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or
some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

David Anthony:

Nations, States, and Violence can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that
straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in terminology, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Nations, States, and Violence but doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource information that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.

Betty Richey:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer can be Nations, States, and Violence why because the amazing cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Judy Marinez:

Beside this specific Nations, States, and Violence in your phone, it could give you a way to get more close to
the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh
from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have Nations, States, and Violence because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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