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Between July 1945 and November 1962 the United States is known to have conducted 216 atmospheric and
underwater nuclear tests. After the Limited Test Ban Treaty between the United States and the Soviet Union
in 1963, nuclear testing went underground. It became literally invisible—but more frequent: the United
States conducted a further 723 underground tests, the last in 1992. 100 Suns documents the era of visible
nuclear testing, the atmospheric era, with one hundred photographs drawn by Michael Light from the
archives at Los Alamos National Laboratory and the U.S. National Archives in Maryland. It includes
previously classified material from the clandestine Lookout Mountain Air Force Station based in Hollywood,
whose film directors, cameramen and still photographers were sworn to secrecy.

The title, 100 Suns, refers to the response by J.Robert Oppenheimer to the world’s first nuclear explosion in
New Mexico when he quoted a passage from the Bhagavad Gita, the classic Vedic text: “If the radiance of a
thousand suns were to burst forth at once in the sky, that would be like the splendor of the Mighty One . . . I
am become Death, the destroyer of worlds.” This was Oppenheimer’s attempt to describe the otherwise
indescribable. 100 Suns likewise confronts the indescribable by presenting without embellishment the stark
evidence of the tests at the moment of detonation. Since the tests were conducted either in Nevada or the
Pacific the book is simply divided between the desert and the ocean. Each photograph is presented with the
name of the test, its explosive yield in kilotons or megatons, the date and the location. The enormity of the
events recorded is contrasted with the understated neutrality of bare data. Interspersed within the sequence of
explosions are pictures of the awestruck witnesses.

The evidence of these photographs is terrifying in its implication while at same time profoundly
disconcerting as a spectacle. The visual grandeur of such imagery is balanced by the chilling facts provided
at the end of the book in the detailed captions, a chronology of the development of nuclear weaponry and an
extensive bibliography. A dramatic sequel to Michael Light’s Full Moon, 100 Suns forms an unprecedented
historical document.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Clarke:

The book 100 Suns make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make studying a book 100 Suns to get your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like open and read a publication 100 Suns. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Marva Larson:

The e-book with title 100 Suns has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of gain after
read this book. This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented
the condition of the world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with
your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Megan Urick:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking 100 Suns that give your pleasure
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
means for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you could pick 100 Suns
become your personal starter.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This 100 Suns can give you a lot of good friends because by
you taking a look at this one book you have issue that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great
people. So , why hesitate? We need to have 100 Suns.
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