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Between late 1863 and mid-1864, an armed band of Confederate deserters battled Confederate cavalry in the
Piney Woods region of Jones County, Mississippi. Calling themselves the Knight Company after their
captain, Newton Knight, they set up headquarters in the swamps of the Leaf River, where they declared their
loyalty to the U.S. government.

The story of the Jones County rebellion is well known among Mississippians, and debate over whether the
county actually seceded from the state during the war has smoldered for more than a century. Adding further
controversy to the legend is the story of Newt Knight's interracial romance with his wartime accomplice,
Rachel, a slave. From their relationship there developed a mixed-race community that endured long after the
Civil War had ended, and the ambiguous racial identity of their descendants confounded the rules of
segregated Mississippi well into the twentieth century.

Victoria Bynum traces the origins and legacy of the Jones County uprising from the American Revolution to
the modern civil rights movement. In bridging the gap between the legendary and the real Free State of
Jones, she shows how the legend--what was told, what was embellished, and what was left out--reveals a
great deal about the South's transition from slavery to segregation; the racial, gender, and class politics of the
period; and the contingent nature of history and memory.

In a new afterword, Bynum updates readers on recent scholarship, current issues of race and Southern
heritage, and the coming movie that make this Civil War story essential reading.

The Free State of Jones film, starring Matthew McConaughey, Gugu Mbatha-Raw, and Keri Russell, will be
released in May 2016.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Nealy:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Free State of Jones,
Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies). All type
of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Tami Anders:

This The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series
in Southern Studies) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you receive by reading this book will be information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
data which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Free State of Jones,
Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) without
we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry The
Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in
Southern Studies) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition:
Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) having excellent
arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Eula Johnson:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's
Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in Southern Studies) as the daily resource information.

Terry McConnell:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
The Free State of Jones, Movie Edition: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (The Fred W. Morrison Series in
Southern Studies). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about



book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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