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The Spice Route is one of history’s greatest anomalies: shrouded in mystery, it existed long before anyone
knew of its extent or configuration. Spices came from lands unseen, possibly uninhabitable, and almost by
definition unattainable; that was what made them so desirable. Yet more livelihoods depended on this
pungent traffic, more nations participated in it, more wars were fought for it, and more discoveries resulted
from it than from any other global exchange. Epic in scope, marvelously detailed, laced with drama, The
Spice Route spans three millennia and circles the world to chronicle the history of the spice trade. With the
aid of ancient geographies, travelers’ accounts, mariners’ handbooks, and ships’ logs, John Keay tells of
ancient Egyptians who pioneered maritime trade to fetch the incense of Arabia, Graeco-Roman navigators
who found their way to India for pepper and ginger, Columbus who sailed west for spices, de Gama, who
sailed east for them, and Magellan, who sailed across the Pacific on the exact same quest. A veritable spice
race evolved as the west vied for control of the spice-producing islands, stripping them of their innocence
and the spice trade of its mystique. This enthralling saga, progressing from the voyages of the ancients to the
blue-water trade that came to prevail by the seventeenth century, transports us from the dawn of history to
the ends of the earth.
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From reader reviews:

Connie King:

Often the book The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to see, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Spice Route: A History (California
Studies in Food and Culture) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

David Lalonde:

The reason why? Because this The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way
makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So
, it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a
lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Maria Antoine:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in
Food and Culture) was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Spice Route:
A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So ,
not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose
the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.

Darren Perez:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. Through the
book The Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture) we can consider more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose
the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book The
Spice Route: A History (California Studies in Food and Culture). You can more attractive than now.
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