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In 2002, the town of Galesburg, a slowly declining Rustbelt city of 33,000 in western Illinois, learned that it
would soon lose its largest factory, a Maytag refrigerator plant that had anchored Galesburg's social and
economic life for decades. Workers at the plant earned $15.14 an hour, had good insurance, and were assured
a solid retirement. In 2004, the plant was relocated to Reynosa, Mexico, where workers sometimes spent 13-
hour days assembling refrigerators for $1.10 an hour.

In Boom, Bust, Exodus, Chad Broughton offers a ground-level look at the rapid transition to a globalized
economy, from the perspective of those whose lives it has most deeply affected. We live in a commoditized
world, increasingly divorced from the origins of the goods we consume; it is easy to ignore who is
manufacturing our smart phones and hybrid cars; and where they come from no longer seems to matter. And
yet, Broughton shows, the who and where matter deeply, and in this book he puts human faces to the
relentless cycle of global manufacturing.

It is a tale of two cities. In Galesburg, where parts of the empty Maytag factory still stand, a hollowed out
version of the American dream, the economy is a shadow of what it once was. Reynosa, in contrast, has
become one of the exploding post-NAFTA "second-tier cities" of the developing world, thanks to the influx
of foreign-owned, export-oriented maquiladoras--an industrial promised land throbbing with the energy of
commerce, legal and illegal. And yet even these distinctions, Broughton shows, cannot be finely drawn:
families in Reynosa also struggle to get by, and the city is beset by violence and a ruthless drug war. Those
left behind in the post-Industrial decline of Galesburg, meanwhile, do not see themselves as helpless victims:
they have gone back to school, pursued new careers, and learned to adapt and even thrive.

In an era of growing inequality and a downsized middle class, Boom, Bust, Exodus gives us the voices of
those who have borne the heaviest burdens of the economic upheavals of the past three decades. A deeply
personal work grounded in solid scholarship, this important, immersive, and affecting book brings home the
price and the cost of globalization.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Daniel:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult problem
as well as exercise. Well, probably you will want this Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and
a Tale of Two Cities.

Eulalia Perry:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Boom, Bust, Exodus: The
Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Phyllis Granger:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Boom, Bust, Exodus:
The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of Two Cities which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's observe.

Louella Rape:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This guide Boom, Bust, Exodus: The Rust Belt, the Maquilas, and a Tale of
Two Cities was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to
get book that you wanted.
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