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A stunning, major achievement from Joyce Carol Oates, "one of the great artistic forces of our time" (The
Nation). A haunting story of the powerful spell Niagara Falls casts upon two generations of a family, leading
to tragedy, love, loss, and, ultimately, redemption.

A man climbs over the railings and plunges into Niagara Falls. A newlywed, he has left behind his wife,
Ariah Erskine, in the honeymoon suite the morning after their wedding. "The Widow Bride of The Falls," as
Ariah comes to be known, begins a relentless, seven-day vigil in the mist, waiting for his body to be found.
At her side throughout, confirmed bachelor and pillar of the community Dirk Burnaby is unexpectedly
transfixed by the strange, otherworldly gaze of this plain, strange woman, falling in love with her though
they barely exchange a word. What follows is their passionate love affair, marriage, and children -- a
seemingly perfect existence.

But the tragedy by which their life together began shadows them, damaging their idyll with distrust, greed,
and even murder. What unfurls is a drama of parents and their children; of secrets and sins; of lawsuits,
murder, and, eventually, redemption. As Ariah's children learn that their past is enmeshed with a hushed-up
scandal involving radioactive waste, they must confront not only their personal history but America's murky
past: the despoiling of the landscape, and the corruption and greed of the massive industrial expansion of the
1950s and 1960s.

Set against the mythic-historic backdrop of Niagara Falls, Joyce Carol Oates explores the American family
in crisis, but also America itself in the mid-twentieth century. As in We Were the Mulvaneys, a "darkly
engrossing novel" (Washington Post Book World), she examines what happens when the richly interwoven
relationships of parents and their children are challenged by circumstances outside the family.

The Falls is a love story gone wrong and righted, and it alone places Joyce Carol Oates definitively in the
company of the great American novelists.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding. One
thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. That's why, by reading a
e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For you personally who
want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of The Falls: A Novel book as beginning and daily
reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Lee:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Falls: A Novel is kind of guide
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Irene Holmes:

Typically the book The Falls: A Novel will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read,
this book very suitable to you. The book The Falls: A Novel is much recommended to you to see. You can
also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Scarlet Rome:

The Falls: A Novel can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight
away because this book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Falls: A Novel however doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you
can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
contemplating.
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