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Drawing on the Bush administration's foreign policy maneuvering and the realities of a post-9/11 world,
Thomas M. Magstadt goes beyond a mere recitation of events in U.S. diplomatic history. He instead paints a
vivid portrayal of the tension between the pursuit of power and the adherence to principle deeply embedded
in the nation's political culture.

Magstadt traces the country's move from vulnerable upstart in 1789 to great power by 1898 to unrivaled
dominance at the turn of the twenty-first century. The United States started off relatively weak in the
international balance of power system, giving rise to isolationism and a rhetorical flourish grounded in moral
principles. But now, as the world's only superpower, considerations of security and self-interest compete
head-to-head with the moral imperative for global leadership and the promotion of democratic ideals.

The dynamics of process also matter in this struggle. This brief text illuminates the complexities of both
policy- and decision-making in a way that balances coverage more compactly and more analytically than
core texts do, thereby improving readability and student critical thinking.

An Empire If You Can Keep It avoids polemics but does not shy away from the controversy raging in
intellectual and policy circles over the Bush Doctrine. Magstadt places recent foreign policy developments in
the context of America's historic sense of purpose, stressing the search for a new consensus and a new
balance between power and principle, between hard and soft power.
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From reader reviews:

Markus Walker:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a e-book. The book An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy
it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too
expensive but this book offers high quality.

Paul Day:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign
Policy this publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy
to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Matthew Sammons:

This An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy is brand-new way for
you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having bit of digest in reading this An Empire If
You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in American Foreign Policy can be the light food in your case because
the information inside this specific book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just
read this e-book type for your better life in addition to knowledge.

Joan James:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.



Every year ended up being exactly added. This guide An Empire If You Can Keep It: Power and Principle in
American Foreign Policy was filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a new book. If you know
how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like today, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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