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Lion of Hollywood is the definitive biography of Louis B. Mayer, the chief of Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer --
MGM -- the biggest and most successful film studio of Hollywood's Golden Age.

An immigrant from tsarist Russia, Mayer began in the film business as an exhibitor but soon migrated to
where the action and the power were -- Hollywood. Through sheer force of energy and foresight, he turned
his own modest studio into MGM, where he became the most powerful man in Hollywood, bending the film
business to his will. He made great films, including the fabulous MGM musicals, and he made great stars:
Garbo, Gable, Garland, and dozens of others. Through the enormously successful Andy Hardy series, Mayer
purveyed family values to America. At the same time, he used his influence to place a federal judge on the
bench, pay off local officials, cover up his stars' indiscretions, and, on occasion, arrange marriages for gay
stars. Mayer rose from his impoverished childhood to become at one time the highest-paid executive in
America.

Despite his power and money, Mayer suffered some significant losses. He had two daughters: Irene, who
married David O. Selznick, and Edie, who married producer William Goetz. He would eventually fall out
with Edie and divorce his wife, Margaret, ending his life alienated from most of his family. His chief
assistant, Irving Thalberg, was his closest business partner, but they quarreled frequently, and Thalberg's
early death left Mayer without his most trusted associate. As Mayer grew older, his politics became
increasingly reactionary, and he found himself politically isolated within Hollywood's small conservative
community.

Lion of Hollywood is a three-dimensional biography of a figure often caricatured and vilified as the paragon
of the studio system. Mayer could be arrogant and tyrannical, but under his leadership MGM made such
unforgettable films as The Big Parade, Ninotchka, The Wizard of Oz, Meet Me in St. Louis, and An American
in Paris.

Film historian Scott Eyman interviewed more than 150 people and researched some previously unavailable
archives to write this major new biography of a man who defined an industry and an era.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Reed:

This Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of Louis B. Mayer are usually reliable for you who want to be
a successful person, why. The reason of this Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of Louis B. Mayer
can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through
food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is
definitely handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of Louis B. Mayer
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Donna Clark:

The book with title Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of Louis B. Mayer includes a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. That book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.

Deborah Knight:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
the books in the top collection in your reading list is usually Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of
Louis B. Mayer. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Gary Campbell:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend
of Louis B. Mayer to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the
opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and
learn it. Beside that the e-book Lion of Hollywood: The Life and Legend of Louis B. Mayer can to be your
new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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