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Few books have caused as big a stir as John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath, when it was published in
April 1939. By May, it was the nation’s number one bestseller, but in Kern County, California—the Joads’
newfound home—the book was burned publicly and banned from library shelves. Obscene in the Extreme
tells the remarkable story behind this fit of censorship.

When W. B. “Bill” Camp, a giant cotton and potato grower, presided over its burning in downtown
Bakersfield, he declared: “We are angry, not because we were attacked but because we were attacked by a
book obscene in the extreme sense of the word.” But Gretchen Knief, the Kern County librarian, bravely
fought back. “If that book is banned today, what book will be banned tomorrow?”

Obscene in the Extreme serves as a window into an extraordinary time of upheaval in America—a time
when, as Steinbeck put it, there seemed to be “a revolution . . . going on.”
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

The book Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must
we leave a very important thing like a book Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John
Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book
Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath has simple
shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by start and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Chad Steinberger:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and
Banning of John Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath book because book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Peggy Gillman:

This Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath is great
book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great arrange word
or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John
Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1.
We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do
that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Nancy Maxfield:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You



can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the Obscene in the Extreme: The Burning and Banning of John Steinbeck's the Grapes of Wrath
when you necessary it?
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