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Written by one of the most brilliant and provocative historians at work today, The Isles is a revolutionary
narrative history that takes a new perspective on the development of Britain and Ireland, looking at them not
as self-contained islands, but as an inextricable part of Europe.
At every stage, The Isles connects offshore development with parallel events on the Continent. This richly
layered history begins with the Celtic Supremacy in the last centuries BC, which is presented in the light of a
Celtic world stretching all the way from Iberia to Asia Minor. Roman Britain is seen not as a unique
phenomenon but as similar to the other frontier regions of the Roman Empire, such as Germany. The Viking
Age is viewed not only through the eyes of the invaded but from the standpoint of the invaders themselves--
Norse, Danes, and Normans. Plantagenet England is perceived, like the Kingdom of Jerusalem, as an
extension of medieval France. In the later chapters, Davies follows the growth of the United Kingdom and
charts the rise and fall of the main pillars of `Britishness'--the Royal Navy, the Westminster Parliament, the
Constitutional Monarchy, the Aristocracy, the Protestant Supremacy, the British Empire, the imperial
economy and sterling area, and the English Language.
The book ends with the crisis confronting Britain now--the emergence of the European Union. As the
elements that make up the historic Britishness dissolve, Davies shows how public confusion is one of the
most potent factors in this process of disintegration. As the Republic of Ireland prospers, and power in the
United Kingdom is devolved, he predicts that the coming crisis in the British State may well be its last.
This holistic approach challenges the traditional nationalist picture of a thousand years of "eternal England"-
-a unique country formed at an early date by Anglo-Saxon kings which evolved in isolation and, except for
the Norman Conquest, was only marginally affected by continental affairs. The result is a new picture of the
Isles, one of four continents--England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales--constantly buffeted by continental
storms and repeatedly transformed by them. Illuminated by the same clarity and piercing originality that
distinguished Europe: A History, The Isles will become an agenda-setting book, one that will encourage a
reassessment of what it means to be British while sparking debate about ideas of national identity and
sovereignty.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Hannah:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name The Isles: A History
suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled The
Isles: A Historyis one of several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a lot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead
of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of
this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Shalon Fisk:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Isles: A History, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Bruce Hensley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot
of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try this
one, reading publications. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the book you have read is
The Isles: A History.

Peter Lombard:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It
is identified as of book The Isles: A History. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must
aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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