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Lonnie Johnson (1894–1970) was a virtuoso guitarist who influenced generations of musicians from Django
Reinhardt to Eric Clapton to Bill Wyman and especially B. B. King. Born in New Orleans, he began playing
violin and guitar in his father’s band at an early age. When most of his family was wiped out by the 1918 flu
epidemic, he and his surviving brother moved to St. Louis, where he won a blues contest that included a
recording contract.  His career was launched.

Johnson can be heard on many Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong records, including the latter’s famous
“Savoy Blues” with the Hot Five. He is perhaps best known for his 12-string guitar solos and his ground-
breaking recordings with the white guitarist Eddie Lang in the late 1920s. After World War II he began
playing rhythm and blues and continued to record and tour until his death.

This is the first full-length work on Johnson. Dean Alger answers many biographical mysteries, including
how many members of Johnson’s large family were left after the epidemic. He also places Johnson and his
musical contemporaries in the context of American race relations and argues for the importance of music in
the fight for civil rights. Finally, Alger analyzes Johnson’s major recordings in terms of technique and style.
A new Lonnie Johnson music CD will be released by the author to coordinate with the publication of this
book.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Salazar:

The book The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson, Music, and
Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson, Music, and Civil Rights
(North Texas Lives of Musician Series) for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide
open and read a reserve The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson,
Music, and Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that,
science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Patricia Glover:

The particular book The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson,
Music, and Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) will bring that you the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to
study, this book very ideal to you. The book The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The
Legendary Lonnie Johnson, Music, and Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Elvia Ecklund:

Beside this particular The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson,
Music, and Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh in the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow commune. It is good thing
to have The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary Lonnie Johnson, Music, and Civil
Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you
have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Robert Burmeister:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This guide The Original Guitar Hero and the Power of Music: The Legendary



Lonnie Johnson, Music, and Civil Rights (North Texas Lives of Musician Series) was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has
diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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