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 The definitive account of the life, work, and legacy of Claude Lévi-Strauss, father of modern
anthropology and one of the postwar era's most influential thinkers.

When Claude Lévi-Strauss passed away last October at age 100, France celebrated the life and contributions
of not only a preeminent anthropologist, but also one of the defining intellectuals of the twentieth century.
Just as Freud had shaken up the antiquarian discipline of psychiatry, so had Lévi-Strauss revolutionized
anthropology, transforming it from the colonial era study of "exotic" tribes to one consumed with
fundamental questions about the nature of humanity and civilization itself.

Remarkably, there has never been a biography in English of the enigmatic Claude Lévi-Strauss. Drawing on
a welter of original research and interviews with the anthropologist, Patrick Wilcken's Claude Lévi-Strauss
fills this void. In rich detail, Wilcken re-creates Lévi-Strauss's peripatetic life: his groundbreaking fieldwork
in some of the remotest reaches of the Amazon in the 1930s; his years as a Jew in Nazi- occupied France and
as an émigré in wartime New York; and his return to Paris in the late 1940s, where he clashed with Jean-Paul
Sartre and fundamentally influenced fellow postwar thinkers from Jacques Lacan to Michel Foucault and
Roland Barthes. It was in France that structuralism, the school of thought he founded, first took hold,
creating waves far beyond the field of anthropology. In his heyday, Lévi-Strauss was both a hero to
contemporary intellectuals and an international celebrity.

In Claude Lévi-Strauss, Wilcken gives the reader a fascinating intellectual tour of the anthropologist's
landmark works: Tristes Tropiques, a literary meditation on his travels and fieldwork; The Savage Mind,
which showed that "primitive" people are driven by the same intellectual curiosities as their Western
counterparts; and finally his monumental four-volume Mythologiques, a study of the universal structures of
native mythology in the Americas. In the years that Lévi-Strauss published these pioneering works, Wilcken
observes, tribal societies seemed to hold the answers to the most profound questions about the human mind.
Following the great anthropologist from São Paulo to the Brazilian interior, and from New York to Paris,
Patrick Wilcken's Claude Lévi- Strauss is both an evocative journey and an intellectual biography of one of
the twentieth-century's most influential minds.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Bedard:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Claude Levi-Strauss:
The Poet in the Laboratory. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Mark Nixon:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject Claude Levi-
Strauss: The Poet in the Laboratory suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The book untitled Claude Levi-Strauss: The Poet in the Laboratoryis the main of several books this
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
within this book.

Stacey Greene:

This Claude Levi-Strauss: The Poet in the Laboratory is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look for
some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know
or you who still having bit of digest in reading this Claude Levi-Strauss: The Poet in the Laboratory can be
the light food for you personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by
anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-
book contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the
answer. So there isn't any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along
with knowledge.

Mary Varnum:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Claude Levi-Strauss: The Poet in the Laboratory was
vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Claude Levi-Strauss: The Poet in the
Laboratory has many kinds or category. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try
to like reading that.
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