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Before Jackie Robinson integrated major league baseball in 1947, black and white ballplayers had been
playing against one another for decades—even, on rare occasions, playing with each other. Interracial
contests took place during the off-season, when major leaguers and Negro Leaguers alike fattened their
wallets by playing exhibitions in cities and towns across America. These barnstorming tours reached new
heights, however, when Satchel Paige and other African- American stars took on white teams headlined by
the irrepressible Dizzy Dean. Lippy and funny, a born showman, the native Arkansan saw no reason why he
shouldn’t pitch against Negro Leaguers. Paige, who feared no one and chased a buck harder than any player
alive, instantly recognized the box-office appeal of competing against Dizzy Dean’s "All-Stars." Paige and
Dean both featured soaring leg kicks and loved to mimic each other’s style to amuse fans. Skin color aside,
the dirt-poor Southern pitchers had much in common.

Historian Timothy M. Gay has unearthed long-forgotten exhibitions where Paige and Dean dueled, and he
tells the story of their pioneering escapades in this engaging book. Long before they ever heard of Robinson
or Larry Doby, baseball fans from Brooklyn to Enid, Oklahoma, watched black and white players battle on
the same diamond. With such Hall of Fame teammates as Josh Gibson, Turkey Stearnes, Mule Suttles, Oscar
Charleston, Cool Papa Bell, and Bullet Joe Rogan, Paige often had the upper hand against Diz. After arm
troubles sidelined Dean, a new pitching phenom, Bob Feller—Rapid Robert—assembled his own teams to
face Paige and other blackballers. By the time Paige became Feller’s teammate on the Cleveland Indians in
1948, a rookie at age forty-two, Satch and Feller had barnstormed against each other for more than a decade.

These often obscure contests helped hasten the end of Jim Crow baseball, paving the way for the game’s
integration. Satchel Paige, Dizzy Dean, and Bob Feller never set out to make social history—but that’s
precisely what happened. Tim Gay has brought this era to vivid and colorful life in a book that every
baseball fan will embrace.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Ruelas:

The experience that you get from Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of Interracial Baseball
Before Jackie Robinson is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid
Robert: The Wild Saga of Interracial Baseball Before Jackie Robinson giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by means of anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this particular Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of
Interracial Baseball Before Jackie Robinson instantly.

Shannon Grant:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of Interracial Baseball Before Jackie Robinson offer
you a new experience in looking at a book.

Gregory Kim:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to share.
You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
your requirements is Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of Interracial Baseball Before Jackie
Robinson this e-book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.

Mary Adam:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of
Interracial Baseball Before Jackie Robinson can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one
book you have point that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be
one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



learn, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? We need to have
Satch, Dizzy, and Rapid Robert: The Wild Saga of Interracial Baseball Before Jackie Robinson.
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