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For sheer government absurdity, the War on Drugs is hard to beat. After three decades of increasingly
punitive policies, illicit drugs are more easily available, drug potencies are greater, drug killings are more
common, and drug barons are richer than ever. The War on Drugs costs Washington more than the
Commerce, Interior, and State departments combined - and it's the one budget item whose growth is never
questioned. A strangled court system, exploding prisons, and wasted lives push the cost beyond measure.
What began as a flourish of campaign rhetoric in 1968 has grown into a monster. And while nobody claims
that the War on Drugs is a success, nobody suggests an alternative. Because to do so, as Surgeon General
Joycelyn Elders learned, is political suicide. Dan Baum interviewed more than 175 people - from John
Ehrlichman to Janet Reno - to tell the story of how Drug War fever has been escalated; who has benefited
along the way; and how the mounting price in dollars, lives, and liberties has been willfully ignored. Smoke
and Mirrors takes you right into the offices where each new stage was planned and executed, then takes you
to the streets where policies have produced bloody warfare. This is a tale of the nation run amok - in a way
the American people are not yet ready to confront.
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From reader reviews:

Silvia McElroy:

The book Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book
Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure? A few of you have a different opinion
about book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
available and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Sandra Phillips:

This Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure tend to be reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and
the Politics of Failure can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure giving you
an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize
it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Emma Berkey:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you looking at
a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the figures do it anything.
Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Smoke and Mirrors: The War on
Drugs and the Politics of Failure, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book.
Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a book.

John Barrow:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the Politics of Failure your head will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Smoke and Mirrors: The War on Drugs and the



Politics of Failure giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?
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