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Physical infrastructure in the United States is crumbling. The American Society of Civil Engineers has, in its
latest report, given American roads and bridges a grade of D and C+, respectively, and has described roughly
sixty-five thousand bridges in the United States as "structurally deficient." This crisis--and one need look no
further than the I-35W bridge collapse in Minnesota to see that it is indeed a crisis--shows little sign of
abating short of a massive change in attitude amongst politicians and the American public.

In The Road Taken, acclaimed historian Henry Petroski explores our core infrastructure from historical and
contemporary perspectives and explains how essential their maintenance is to America's economic health.
Recounting the long history behind America's highway system, Petroski reveals the genesis of our interstate
numbering system (even roads go east-west, odd go north-south), the inspiration behind the center line that
has divided roads for decades, and the creation of such taken-for-granted objects as guardrails, stop signs,
and traffic lights--all crucial parts of our national and local infrastructure. His history of the rebuilding of the
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge reveals the complex and challenging interplay between government and
industry inherent in the conception, funding, design, and building of major infrastructure projects, while his
forensic analysis of the street he lives on--its potholes, gutters, and curbs--will engage homeowners
everywhere.

A compelling work of history, The Road Taken is also an urgent clarion call aimed at American citizens,
politicians, and anyone with a vested interest in our economic well-being. The road we take in the next
decade toward rebuilding our aging infrastructure will in large part determine our future national prosperity.
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From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult
problem or exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Road Taken: The History and Future of
America's Infrastructure.

Manuel Coury:

Here thing why this specific The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's Infrastructure are
different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's
Infrastructure giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no publication that similar with The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's Infrastructure. It
gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's Infrastructure in e-
book can be your substitute.

Jonathan Ownby:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Road Taken: The History and Future of America's
Infrastructure can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

James Brown:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Road Taken:
The History and Future of America's Infrastructure which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try out



this book? Let's see.
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