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A first-hand account of the remarkable transformation of China over the past forty years as seen
through the life of an award-winning journalist and his four Chinese classmates

As a twenty-year-old exchange student from Stanford University, John Pomfret spent a year at Nanjing
University in China. His fellow classmates were among those who survived the twin tragedies of Mao's
rule?the Great Leap Forward and the Cultural Revolution?and whose success in government and private
industry today are shaping China's future. Pomfret went on to a career in journalism, spending the bulk of his
time in China. After attending the twentieth reunion of his class, he decided to reacquaint himself with some
of his classmates. Chinese Lessons is their story and his own.

Beginning with Pomfret's first days in China, Chinese Lessons takes us back to the often torturous paths that
brought together the Nanjing University History Class of 1982. One classmate's father was killed during the
Cultural Revolution for the crime of being an intellectual; another classmate labored in the fields for years
rather than agree to a Party-arranged marriage; a third was forced to publicly denounce and humiliate her
father. As we watch Pomfret and his classmates begin to make their lives as adults, we see as never before
the human cost and triumph of China's transition from near-feudal communism to first-world capitalism.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Froelich:

The book Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book Chinese
Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China for being your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the
Story of the New China. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Vera Velez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be read. Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Gail Boutwell:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China this reserve consist a lot of
the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made
some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.

Jessica Jackson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the
Story of the New China to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a book
and read it. Beside that the guide Chinese Lessons: Five Classmates and the Story of the New China can to
be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse with what must you're doing of their
time.
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