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Part family story and part urban history, a landmark investigation of segregation and urban decay in
Chicago—and cities across the nation

The "promised land" for thousands of Southern blacks, postwar Chicago quickly became the most segregated
city in the North, the site of the nation’s worst ghettos and the target of Martin Luther King Jr.’s first
campaign beyond the South. In this powerful book, Beryl Satter identifies the true causes of the city’s black
slums and the ruin of urban neighborhoods throughout the country: not, as some have argued, black
pathology, the culture of poverty, or white flight, but a widespread and institutionalized system of legal and
financial exploitation.

In Satter’s riveting account of a city in crisis, unscrupulous lawyers, slumlords, and speculators are pitched
against religious reformers, community organizers, and an impassioned attorney who launched a crusade
against the profiteers—the author’s father, Mark J. Satter. At the heart of the struggle stand the black
migrants who, having left the South with its legacy of sharecropping, suddenly find themselves caught in a
new kind of debt peonage. Satter shows the interlocking forces at work in their oppression: the
discriminatory practices of the banking industry; the federal policies that created the country’s shameful
"dual housing market"; the economic anxieties that fueled white violence; and the tempting profits to be
made by preying on the city’s most vulnerable population.

A monumental work of history, this tale of racism and real estate, politics and finance, will forever change
our understanding of the forces that transformed urban America.
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From reader reviews:

Carolyn Robles:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Family Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the Exploitation of
Black Urban America.

Sharon Broome:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Family
Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the Exploitation of Black Urban America? Maybe it is to become best
activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

John Jonas:

Beside that Family Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the Exploitation of Black Urban America in your
phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and
the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Family Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the
Exploitation of Black Urban America because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often
have book but you would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you
have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from at this point!

Terry Palladino:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know
those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. With the book Family Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the Exploitation of Black Urban America we
can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to
read a book. Merely choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change
your life with this book Family Properties: Race, Real Estate, and the Exploitation of Black Urban America.
You can more inviting than now.
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