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Novel Craft explores an intriguing and under-studied aspect of cultural life in Victorian England: domestic
handicrafts, the decorative pursuit that predated the Arts and Crafts movement. Talia Schaffer argues that the
handicraft movement served as a way to critique the modern mass-produced commodity and the rapidly
emerging industrial capitalism of the nineteenth century. Her argument is illustrated with the four pivotal
novels that form her study's core-Gaskell's Cranford, Yonge's The Daisy Chain, Dickens's Our Mutual
Friend, and Oliphant's Phoebe Junior. Each features various handicrafts that subtly aim to subvert the
socioeconomic changes being wrought by industrialization. Schaffer goes beyond straightforward textual
analysis by shaping each chapter around the individual craft at the center of each novel (paper for Cranford,
flowers and related arts in The Daisy Chain, rubbish and salvage in Our Mutual Friend, and the contrasting
ethos of arts and crafts connoisseurship in Phoebe Junior). The domestic handicraft also allows for self-
referential analysis of the text itself; in scenes of craft production (and destruction), the authors articulate the
work they hope their own fictions perform. The handicraft also becomes a locus for critiquing contemporary
aesthetic trends, with the novels putting forward an alternative vision of making value and understanding art.
A work that combines cultural history and literary studies, Novel Craft highlights how attention to the
handicraft movement's radically alternative views of materiality, consumption, production, representation,
and subjectivity provides a fresh perspective on the major changes that shaped the Victorian novel as a
whole.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Myers:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Novel Craft:
Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction book as basic and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Jerry Rivera:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be examine.
Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Sergio Hawkinson:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but additionally novel and Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic
Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction or others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know
how the great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic Handicraft and
Nineteenth-Century Fiction to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Gloria Engstrom:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By book Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction we can have
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book.
Just simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life
at this time book Novel Craft: Victorian Domestic Handicraft and Nineteenth-Century Fiction. You can more
inviting than now.
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