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The eighteenth-century Hongloumeng, known in English as Dream of the Red Chamber or The Story of the
Stone, is generally considered to be the greatest of Chinese novels--one that masterfully blends realism and
romance, psychological motivation and fate, daily life and mythical occurrences, as it narrates the decline of
a powerful Chinese family. In this path-breaking study, Anthony Yu goes beyond the customary view of
Hongloumeng as a vivid reflection of late imperial Chinese culture by examining the novel as a story about
fictive representation. Through a maze of literary devices, the novel challenges the authority of history as
well as referential biases in reading. At the heart of  Hongloumeng, Yu argues, is the narration of desire.
Desire appears in this tale as the defining trait and problem of human beings and at the same time shapes the
novel's literary invention and effect. According to Yu, this focalizing treatment of desire may well be
Hongloumeng's most distinctive accomplishment.

Through close readings of selected episodes, Yu analyzes principal motifs of the narrative, such as dream,
mirror, literature, religious enlightenment, and rhetorical reflexivity in relation to fictive representation. He
contextualizes his discussions with a comprehensive genealogy of qing--desire, disposition, sentiment,
feeling--a concept of fundamental importance in historical Chinese culture, and shows how the text
ingeniously exploits its multiple meanings. Spanning a wide range of comparative literary sources, Yu
creates a new conceptual framework in which to reevaluate this masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in
Dream of the Red Chamber. will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Calvin Baker:

This Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book will be information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of
Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of
Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Rereading the Stone: Desire
and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. having great arrangement in word and also layout,
so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Sheree Gonzalez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually you
have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in
Dream of the Red Chamber., you could enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still would like to
miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't understand
it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Cynthia Harvell:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, as well as



soon. The Rereading the Stone: Desire and the Making of Fiction in Dream of the Red Chamber. will give
you a new experience in reading through a book.
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