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Joan Bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar that links structure and
meaning in a way that directly challenges most contemporary versions of generative grammar. This study
focuses on the use and meaning of grammatical markers of tense, aspect, and modality and identifies a
universal set of grammatical categories. The authors demonstrate that the semantic content of these
categories evolves gradually and that this process of evolution is strikingly similar across unrelated
languages.

Through a survey of seventy-six languages in twenty-five different phyla, the authors show that the same
paths of change occur universally and that movement along these paths is in one direction only. This analysis
reveals that lexical substance evolves into grammatical substance through various mechanisms of change,
such as metaphorical extension and the conventionalization of implicature. Grammaticization is always
accompanied by an increase in frequency of the grammatical marker, providing clear evidence that language
use is a major factor in the evolution of synchronic language states.

The Evolution of Grammar has important implications for the development of language and for the study of
cognitive processes in general.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Evolution of Grammar: Tense,
Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a
new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Owen Bourne:

The reason? Because this The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the
World is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you
with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey
the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Louetta Cantrell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Evolution of Grammar: Tense,
Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World reserve written by well-known writer who really knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you
still uncertainty The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World as
good book not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one book that can break don't
ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Eugene Barnum:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book The Evolution of Grammar: Tense, Aspect,
and Modality in the Languages of the World to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for
you to like to wide open a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve The Evolution of Grammar: Tense,



Aspect, and Modality in the Languages of the World can to be your brand new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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