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Since 1619, when Africans first came ashore in the swampy Chesapeake region of Virginia, there have been
many individuals whose achievements or strength of character in the face of monumental hardships have
called attention to the genius of the African American people. This book attempts to distill from many
wonderful possibilities the 100 most outstanding examples of greatness. Pioneering scholar of African
American Studies Molefi Kete Asante has used four criteria in his selection: the individual's significance in
the general progress of African Americans toward full equality in the American social and political system;
self-sacrifice and the demonstration of risk for the collective good; unusual will and determination in the face
of the greatest danger or against the most stubborn odds; and personal achievement that reveals the best
qualities of the African American people. In adopting these criteria Professor Asante has sought to steer
away from the usual standards of popular culture, which often elevates the most popular, the wealthiest, or
the most photogenic to the cult of celebrity. The individuals in this book - examples of lasting greatness as
opposed to the ephemeral glare of celebrity fame - come from four centuries of African American history.

Each entry includes brief biographical information, relevant dates, an assessment of the individual's place in
African American history with particular reference to a historical timeline, and a discussion of his or her
unique impact on American society. Numerous pictures and illustrations will accompany the articles. This
superb reference work will complement any library and be of special interest to students and scholars of
American and African American history.
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From reader reviews:

James Marcus:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia. Try
to make book 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia as your buddy. It means that it
can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know
every thing by the book. So , let's make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Ronald Stallings:

The book 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new
book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical
Encyclopedia is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Ina French:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This 100 Greatest African Americans: A
Biographical Encyclopedia is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along
with soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Judith Bowman:

Beside this 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia in your phone, it may give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here
is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good
thing to have 100 Greatest African Americans: A Biographical Encyclopedia because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
as well as read it from currently!
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