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"Between 1958 and 1962, China descended into hell. Mao Zedong threw his country into a frenzy with the
Great Leap Forward, an attempt to catch up to and overtake Britain in less than 15 years The experiment
ended in the greatest catastrophe the country had ever known, destroying tens of millions of lives." So opens
Frank Dikötter's riveting, magnificently detailed chronicle of an era in Chinese history much speculated
about but never before fully documented because access to Communist Party archives has long been
restricted to all but the most trusted historians. A new archive law has opened up thousands of central and
provincial documents that "fundamentally change the way one can study the Maoist era." Dikötter makes
clear, as nobody has before, that far from being the program that would lift the country among the world's
superpowers and prove the power of Communism, as Mao imagined, the Great Leap Forward transformed
the country in the other direction. It became the site not only of "one of the most deadly mass killings of
human history,"--at least 45 million people were worked, starved, or beaten to death--but also of "the greatest
demolition of real estate in human history," as up to one-third of all housing was turned into rubble). The
experiment was a catastrophe for the natural world as well, as the land was savaged in the maniacal pursuit
of steel and other industrial accomplishments. In a powerful mesghing of exhaustive research in Chinese
archives and narrative drive, Dikötter for the first time links up what happened in the corridors of power-the
vicious backstabbing and bullying tactics that took place among party leaders-with the everyday experiences
of ordinary people, giving voice to the dead and disenfranchised. His magisterial account recasts the history
of the People's Republic of China.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
out look for book, may be the book untitled Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating
Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Hoyt Adkins:

Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 can be one of your
basic books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-
1962 however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Ralph Smith:

The book untitled Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language
is very easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book
was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new era of literary works. You can easily
read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and order it.
Have a nice examine.

Shirley Bishop:

You can find this Mao's Great Famine: The History of China's Most Devastating Catastrophe, 1958-1962 by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your local
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try
to choose suitable ways for you.
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