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Complex simplicity: The seminal book on Portugal's master architect
 
When Álvaro Siza, one of the great figures of contemporary architecture, won the prestigious Pritzker
Prize in 1992, the Jury described his forms as “molded by light, [with] a deceptive simplicity about them;
they are honest. They solve design problems directly…. That simplicity, upon closer examination however, is
revealed as great complexity. There is a subtle mastery underlying what appears to be natural creations.”

Born in Matosinhos, Portugal, in 1933, Siza created his own practice in Porto in 1954, and he has been a
Professor of Construction at the University of Porto since 1976. The architect can fill shelf afer shelf with his
awards and prizes to-date: He received the European Community’s Mies van der Rohe Prize in 1988 and
the Praemium Imperiale in Japan in 1997, the 2009 RIBA Gold Medal, and the Golden Lion for
Lifetime Achievement at the 2012 Venice Architecture Biennale.

He has built a large number of projects in Portugal, and worked on the restructuring of the Chiado area of
Lisbon following a devastating fire in 1988. Siza designed both the Portuguese Pavilion for the 1998 Lisbon
World’s Fair and the 2005 Serpentine Pavilion in London in collaboration with Eduardo Souto de Moura. He
completed the Serralves Foundation in Porto, 1998, and the Museum for the Iberê Camargo Foundation in
Porto Alegre, Brazil in 2008.

As for all previous TASCHEN architect’s monographs, this book was realized in close collaboration with
the architect and includes a full catalogue of his work to date.
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From reader reviews:

Leigh Weimer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 to
read.

Jennifer Jones:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The Siza: Complete Works 1952-
2013 is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Christine Pena:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
get the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 as your
daily resource information.

Phillip Chadwick:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013
that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you
who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit,
you can pick Siza: Complete Works 1952-2013 become your starter.
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