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This anthology brings togethere in convenient form a rich selection of Japanese poetry in traditional genres
dating back from the earliest times to the twentieth century. With more than 1,100 poems, it is the most
varied and comprehensive selection of traditional Japanese poetry now available in English.

Ezra Pound called poetry "the most concentrated form of verbal expression," and the great poets of Japan
wrote poems as charged and compressed as poems can be. The Japanese language, with its few consonates
and even fewer vowels, did not lend itself to expansive forms, making small seem better and perhaps more
powerful. There is also the historical context in which Japanese poetry developed—the highly refined society
of the early courts of Nara and Kyoto. In this setting, poetry came to be used as much for communication
between lovers and friends as for artistic expression, and a tradition of cryptic statement evolved, with notes
passed from sleeve to sleeve or conundrums exchanged furtively in the night.

Add to this the high sense of decorum that dominated court society for centuries, and you have the conditions
that led to the development of the classical uta (also referred to as tanka or waka), the thrity-one-syllable
form that acts as the foundation for virtually all poetry written in Japanese between 850 and 1900.

In choosing poems, the compiler has given priority to authors and works gnerally acknowledged as of great
artistic and/or historical importance by Japanese scholars. For this reason, major poets such as Kakinomoto
no Hitomaro, Izumi Shikibu, Saigyo, and Matsuo Basho are particualarly important collections such as
Man'yoshu, Kokinshu, and Shin kokinshu. In addtion, the volume also contains samplings from genres such
as the poetic diary, linked verse, Chinese forms, and comic verse.
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From reader reviews:

Carl Strum:

Now a day people who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology
book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred %
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Diana Elliott:

This Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology is great book for you because the content which is full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can say no rambling sentences inside it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Traditional Japanese
Poetry: An Anthology in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one.
We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen second right but this publication
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that will?

Maria Huffman:

The book untitled Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase
the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice study.

Eduardo Ford:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a
book. Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Traditional Japanese Poetry: An Anthology which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's observe.
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