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In 1989, Bill Porter, having spent much of his life studying and translating Chinese religious and
philosophical texts, began to wonder if the Buddhist hermit tradition still existed in China. At the time, it was
believed that the Cultural Revolution had dealt a lethal blow to all religions in China, destroying countless
temples and shrines, and forcibly returning thousands of monks and nuns to a lay life.

But when Porter travels to the Chungnan mountains — the historical refuge of ancient hermits — he
discovers that the hermit tradition is very much alive, as dozens of monks and nuns continue to lead solitary
lives in quiet contemplation of their faith deep in the mountains.

Part travelogue, part history, part sociology, and part religious study, this record of extraordinary journeys to
an unknown China sheds light on a phenomenon unparalleled in the West. Porter’s discovery is more than a
revelation, and uncovers the glimmer of hope for the future of religion in China.
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From reader reviews:

Rebecca Esquivel:

This Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits tend to be reliable for you who want to be described
as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits
can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an
individual with information that probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you
can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that
this Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits forcing you to have an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Lisa Walker:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to pick book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Road to Heaven:
Encounters with Chinese Hermits that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal
better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you may pick Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits become your
current starter.

Bernice Bland:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Mark Garcia:

That book can make you to feel relax. That book Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese Hermits was
vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Road to Heaven: Encounters with Chinese
Hermits has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
this.
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