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In the late 1630s, lured by the promise of the New World, Andrea Stuart’s earliest known maternal ancestor,
George Ashby, set sail from England to settle in Barbados. He fell into the life of a sugar plantation owner
by mere chance, but by the time he harvested his first crop, a revolution was fully under way: the farming of
sugar cane, and the swiftly increasing demands for sugar worldwide, would not only lift George Ashby from
abject poverty and shape the lives of his descendants, but it would also bind together ambitious white
entrepreneurs and enslaved black workers in a strangling embrace. Stuart uses her own family story—from
the seventeenth century through the present—as the pivot for this epic tale of migration, settlement, survival,
slavery and the making of the Americas.

As it grew, the sugar trade enriched Europe as never before, financing the Industrial Revolution and fuelling
the Enlightenment. And, as well, it became the basis of many economies in South America, played an
important part in the evolution of the United States as a world power and transformed the Caribbean into an
archipelago of riches. But this sweet and hugely profitable trade—“white gold,” as it was known—had
profoundly less palatable consequences in its precipitation of the enslavement of Africans to work the fields
on the islands and, ultimately, throughout the American continents. Interspersing the tectonic shifts of
colonial history with her family’s experience, Stuart explores the interconnected themes of settlement, sugar
and slavery with extraordinary subtlety and sensitivity. In examining how these forces shaped her own
family—its genealogy, intimate relationships, circumstances of birth, varying hues of skin—she illuminates
how her family, among millions of others like it, in turn transformed the society in which they lived, and
how that interchange continues to this day. Shifting between personal and global history, Stuart gives us a
deepened understanding of the connections between continents, between black and white, between men and
women, between the free and the enslaved. It is a story brought to life with riveting and unparalleled
immediacy, a story of fundamental importance to the making of our world.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When
you read this Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of Slavery and Empire, it is possible to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading
a book.

Nathaniel Thomas:

The e-book untitled Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of Slavery and Empire is the e-book that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The
language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
can get the e-book of Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of Slavery and Empire from the publisher to
make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Kathleen Owen:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal
with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of
Slavery and Empire why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Maritza Berry:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to help year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of Slavery and Empire we can get more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Only
choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book
Sugar in the Blood: A Family's Story of Slavery and Empire. You can more pleasing than now.
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