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A Chinese Bestiary presents a fascinating pageant of mythical creatures from a unique and enduring
cosmography written in ancient China. The Guideways through Mountains and Seas, compiled between the
fourth and first centuries b.c.e., contains descriptions of hundreds of fantastic denizens of mountains, rivers,
islands, and seas, along with minerals, flora, and medicine. The text also represents a wide range of beliefs
held by the ancient Chinese. Richard Strassberg brings the Guideways to life for modern readers by weaving
together translations from the work itself with information from other texts and recent archaeological finds to
create a lavishly illustrated guide to the imaginative world of early China.

Unlike the bestiaries of the late medieval period in Europe, the Guideways was not interpreted allegorically;
the strange creatures described in it were regarded as actual entities found throughout the landscape. The
work was originally used as a sacred geography, as a guidebook for travelers, and as a book of omens.
Today, it is regarded as the richest repository of ancient Chinese mythology and shamanistic wisdom. The
Guideways may have been illustrated from the start, but the earliest surviving illustrations are woodblock
engravings from a rare 1597 edition. Seventy-six of those plates are reproduced here for the first time, and
they provide a fine example of the Chinese engraver's art during the late Ming dynasty.

This beautiful volume, compiled by a well-known specialist in the field, provides a fascinating window on
the thoughts and beliefs of an ancient people, and will delight specialists and general readers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Martinez:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book. Book has
a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside that you can
your reading ability was fluently. A guide A Chinese Bestiary : Strange Creatures from the Guideways
Through Mountains and Seas will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you
can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Jerrod Spicher:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the
book you have read will be A Chinese Bestiary : Strange Creatures from the Guideways Through Mountains
and Seas.

Myra Coronado:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Chinese Bestiary : Strange
Creatures from the Guideways Through Mountains and Seas that give your fun preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know
world much better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all you who want
to start reading through as your good habit, you are able to pick A Chinese Bestiary : Strange Creatures from
the Guideways Through Mountains and Seas become your own personal starter.

Emily Ferrell:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like A Chinese Bestiary : Strange
Creatures from the Guideways Through Mountains and Seas which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's observe.
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