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At the time of Jesus' birth, the world was full of gods. Thousands of them jostled, competed, and merged
with one another. In Syria, ecstatic devotees castrated themselves in the streets to become priests of
Atargatis. In Galilee, holy men turned oil into wine, healed the sick, drove out devils, and claimed to be the
Messiah. Every day thousands of people were flocking into brand-new multiethnic cities. The ancient world
was in ferment as it underwent the first phase of globalization, and in this ferment, rulers and ruled turned to
religion as a source of order and stability.

To explore the power that religious belief has had over societies through the ages, Selina O'Grady takes the
reader on a dazzling journey across the empires of the ancient world and introduces us to rulers, merchants,
messiahs, priests, and holy men. Throughout, she seeks to answer why, amongst the countless religious
options available, the empires at the time of Jesus "chose" the religions they did. Why did China's rulers
hitch their fate to Confucianism? Why was a tiny Jewish cult led by Jesus eventually adopted by Rome's
emperors? The Jesus cult, followed by no more than one hundred people at the time of his death, should, by
rights, have disappeared in a few generations. Instead it became the official religion of the Roman Empire.
Why did Christianity grow so quickly to become the predominant world religion? And Man Created God, an
important, thrilling and necessary new work of history, looks at why and how religions have had such an
immense impact on human history, and in doing so, uncovers the ineradicable connection between politics
and religion?a connection that still defines us in our own age.
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From reader reviews:

Sharyl Nettles:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this And Man Created God: A History of the World at the
Time of Jesus.

Sylvia Dozier:

The e-book with title And Man Created God: A History of the World at the Time of Jesus has a lot of
information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This particular book
exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will
bring you with new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read it anywhere you want.

Jeanne Newman:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may doesn't work
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer is usually And Man Created God: A History of the World at the Time of Jesus why
because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint you actually.
The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Jill Lee:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book And Man Created God: A History of the World at
the Time of Jesus was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book And Man
Created God: A History of the World at the Time of Jesus has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for you and try to like reading that will.
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