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Many legal theorists maintain that laws are effective because we internalize them, obeying even when not
compelled to do so. In a comprehensive reassessment of the role of force in law, Frederick Schauer
disagrees, demonstrating that coercion, more than internalized thinking and behaving, distinguishes law from
society’s other rules.

Reinvigorating ideas from Jeremy Bentham and John Austin, and drawing on empirical research as well as
philosophical analysis, Schauer presents an account of legal compliance based on sanction and compulsion,
showing that law’s effectiveness depends fundamentally on its coercive potential. Law, in short, is about
telling people what to do and threatening them with bad consequences if they fail to comply. Although
people may sometimes obey the law out of deference to legal authority rather than fear of sanctions, Schauer
challenges the assumption that legal coercion is marginal in society. Force is more pervasive than the state’s
efforts to control a minority of disobedient citizens. When people believe that what they should do differs
from what the law commands, compliance is less common than assumed, and the necessity of coercion
becomes apparent.

Challenging prevailing modes of jurisprudential inquiry, Schauer makes clear that the question of legal force
has sociological, psychological, political, and economic dimensions that transcend purely conceptual
concerns. Grappling with the legal system’s dependence on force helps us understand what law is, how it
operates, and how it helps organize society.
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From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Here thing why this The Force of Law are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all reading through a
book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
The Force of Law giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but
there is no guide that similar with The Force of Law. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around
you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you
be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Force of Law in e-book can be
your alternate.

Ruth Davis:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book The Force of Law it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from the smart phone.
The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

James Boyd:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you learn a
book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Force of Law provide you with a new experience in studying a book.

William Kelley:

This The Force of Law is fresh way for you who has attention to look for some information because it relief
your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having bit of digest in reading this The Force of Law can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss it!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.
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