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Authoring the Past surveys medieval Catalan historiography, shedding light on the emergence and evolution
of historical writing and autobiography in the Middle Ages, on questions of authority and authorship, and on
the links between history and politics during the period. Jaume Aurell examines texts from the late twelfth to
the late fourteenth century—including the Latin Gesta comitum Barcinonensium and four texts in medieval
Catalan: James I’s Llibre dels fets, the Crònica of Bernat Desclot, the Crònica of Ramon Muntaner, and the
Crònica of Peter the Ceremonious—and outlines the different motivations for the writing of each. 

For Aurell, these chronicles are not mere archaeological artifacts but rather documents that speak to their
writers’ specific contemporary social and political purposes. He argues that these Catalonian counts and
Aragonese kings were attempting to use their role as authors to legitimize their monarchical status, their
growing political and economic power, and their aggressive expansionist policies in the Mediterranean. By
analyzing these texts alongside one another, Aurell demonstrates the shifting contexts in which chronicles
were conceived, written, and read throughout the Middle Ages.

The first study of its kind to make medieval Catalonian writings available to English-speaking audiences,
Authoring the Past will be of interest to scholars of history and comparative literature, students of Hispanic
and Romance medieval studies, and medievalists who study the chronicle tradition in other languages.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this particular Authoring the Past:
History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia book as beginning and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Samuel Lester:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Authoring the
Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Catalonia suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. The particular book untitled Authoring the Past: History,
Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval Cataloniais the one of several books in which everyone read now.
This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape
that you ever know previous to. The author explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Frances Temple:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in Medieval
Catalonia, you can tells your family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire the
mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Caroline Edwards:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This book Authoring the Past: History, Autobiography, and Politics in
Medieval Catalonia was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your
research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit



of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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