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A New York Times Notable Book
An NPR Best Book of the Year

In 1852, at age sixteen, Cixi was chosen as one of Emperor Xianfeng’s numerous concubines. When he died
in 1861, their five-year-old son succeeded to the throne. Cixi at once launched a coup against her son’s
regents and placed herself as the true source of power—governing through a silk screen that separated her
from her male officials.
        Drawing on newly available sources, Jung Chang comprehensively overturns Cixi’s reputation as a
conservative despot. Cixi’s extraordinary reign saw the birth of modern China. Under her, the ancient
country attained industries, railways, electricity, and a military with up-to-date weaponry. She abolished
foot-binding, inaugurated women’s liberation, and embarked on a path to introduce voting rights. Packed
with drama, this groundbreaking biography powerfully reforms our view of a crucial period in China’s—and
the world’s—history. 
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From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Empress Dowager Cixi: The Concubine Who Launched Modern
China. Try to make book Empress Dowager Cixi: The Concubine Who Launched Modern China as your
close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make
you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Christopher Sanchez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Empress Dowager Cixi: The Concubine Who
Launched Modern China. All type of book would you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
options or other social media.

Gilbert Pellerin:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one works to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Empress Dowager Cixi: The Concubine Who
Launched Modern China as the daily resource information.

John Negron:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Empress Dowager
Cixi: The Concubine Who Launched Modern China which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.
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