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The Author of the Waverley Novels had hitherto proceeded in an unabated course of popularity, and might,
in his peculiar district of literature, have been termed "L'Enfant Gate" of success. It was plain, however, that
frequent publication must finally wear out the public favour, unless some mode could be devised to give an
appearance of novelty to subsequent productions. Scottish manners, Scottish dialect, and Scottish characters
of note, being those with which the author was most intimately, and familiarly acquainted, were the
groundwork upon which he had hitherto relied for giving effect to his narrative. It was, however, obvious,
that this kind of interest must in the end occasion a degree of sameness and repetition, if exclusively resorted
to, and that the reader was likely at length to adopt the language of Edwin, in Parnell's Tale:

"'Reverse the spell,' he cries, 'And let it fairly now suffice. The gambol has been shown.'"

Nothing can be more dangerous for the fame of a professor of the fine arts, than to permit (if he can possibly
prevent it) the character of a mannerist to be attached to him, or that he should be supposed capable of
success only in a particular and limited style. The public are, in general, very ready to adopt the opinion, that
he who has pleased them in one peculiar mode of composition, is, by means of that very talent, rendered
incapable of venturing upon other subjects. The effect of this disinclination, on the part of the public,
towards the artificers of their pleasures, when they attempt to enlarge their means of amusing, may be seen in
the censures usually passed by vulgar criticism upon actors or artists who venture to change the character of
their efforts, that, in so doing, they may enlarge the scale of their art.

There is some justice in this opinion, as there always is in such as attain general currency. It may often
happen on the stage, that an actor, by possessing in a preeminent degree the external qualities necessary to
give effect to comedy, may be deprived of the right to aspire to tragic excellence; and in painting or literary
composition, an artist or poet may be master exclusively of modes of thought, and powers of expression,
which confine him to a single course of subjects. But much more frequently the same capacity which carries
a man to popularity in one department will obtain for him success in another, and that must be more
particularly the case in literary composition, than either in acting or painting, because the adventurer in that
department is not impeded in his exertions by any peculiarity of features, or conformation of person, proper
for particular parts, or, by any peculiar mechanical habits of using the pencil, limited to a particular class of
subjects.

Whether this reasoning be correct or otherwise, the present author felt, that, in confining himself to subjects
purely Scottish, he was not only likely to weary out the indulgence of his readers, but also greatly to limit his
own power of affording them pleasure. In a highly polished country, where so much genius is monthly
employed in catering for public amusement, a fresh topic, such as he had himself had the happiness to light
upon, is the untasted spring of the desert;—

"Men bless their stars and call it luxury."
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From reader reviews:

Willie Letchworth:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Ivanhoe : complete with 150
classic Illustration (Illustrated)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Debra Durso:

Typically the book Ivanhoe : complete with 150 classic Illustration (Illustrated) will bring one to the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Ivanhoe : complete with 150
classic Illustration (Illustrated) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Gaye Lewis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking Ivanhoe : complete with 150
classic Illustration (Illustrated) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Ivanhoe : complete with 150 classic Illustration (Illustrated)
become your current starter.

Corey Watts:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Ivanhoe : complete with 150 classic
Illustration (Illustrated) to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open
up a book and examine it. Beside that the reserve Ivanhoe : complete with 150 classic Illustration
(Illustrated) can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information
must you're doing of the time.
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