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Surrealist artist Max Ernst defined collage as the "alchemy of the visual image." Students of his work have
often dismissed this comment as simply a metaphor for the transformative power of using found images in a
new context. Taking a wholly different perspective on Ernst and alchemy, however, M. E. Warlick
persuasively demonstrates that the artist had a profound and abiding interest in alchemical philosophy and
often used alchemical symbolism in works created throughout his career.

A revival of interest in alchemy swept the artistic, psychoanalytic, historical, and scientific circles of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and Warlick sets Ernst's work squarely within this movement.
Looking at both his art (many of the works she discusses are reproduced in the book) and his writings, she
reveals how thoroughly alchemical philosophy and symbolism pervade his early Dadaist experiments, his
foundational work in surrealism, and his many collages and paintings of women and landscapes, whose
images exemplify the alchemical fusing of opposites. This pioneering research adds an essential key to
understanding the multilayered complexity of Ernst's works, as it affirms his standing as one of Germany's
most significant artists of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Richards:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll, shopping,
or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible Max Ernst and Alchemy : A Magician
in Search of Myth (Surrealist? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is
opinion or you have additional opinion?

Ruth Aguilar:

The book Max Ernst and Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth (Surrealist make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Max Ernst and
Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth (Surrealist to be your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like start and read a book Max Ernst and Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth
(Surrealist. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Eugene Brown:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Max Ernst and Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth
(Surrealist why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Lorraine Stark:

Publication is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around
the world. By the book Max Ernst and Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth (Surrealist we can get more
advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life by this book Max Ernst and
Alchemy : A Magician in Search of Myth (Surrealist. You can more inviting than now.
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