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A perceptive, enlightening biography of one the most important American poets of the twentieth
century—Wallace Stevens—as seen through his lifelong quest to find and describe the sublime in the human
experience.

Wallace Stevens lived a richly imaginative life that found expression in his poetry. His philosophical
questioning, spiritual depth, and brilliantly inventive use of language would be profound influences on poets
as diverse as William Carlos Williams, Hart Crane, Elizabeth Bishop, and John Ashbery. The Whole
Harmonium presents Stevens within the living context of his times, as well as the creator of a poetry which
has had a profound and lasting impact on the modern imagination itself.

Stevens established his career as an executive even as he wrote his poetry, becoming a vice president with an
insurance company in Hartford, Connecticut. His first and most influential book, Harmonium, was not
published until he was forty-four years old. In these poems, Stevens drew on his interest in and
understanding of modernism. Over time he became acquainted with the most accomplished of his
contemporaries, Robert Frost and William Carlos Williams among them, but his personal style remained
unique. He endured an increasingly unhappy marriage, losing himself by writing poetry in his study. Yet he
had a witty, comic, and Dionysian side to his personality, including long fishing (and drinking) trips to
Florida with his pals and a fascination with the sun-drenched tropics.

People generally know two things about Wallace Stevens: that he is a “difficult” poet and that he was an
insurance executive for most of his life. Stevens may be challenging to understand, but he is also greatly
rewarding to read. Now, sixty years after Stevens’s death, biographer and poet Paul Mariani shows how over
the course of his life, Stevens sought out the ineffable and spiritual in human existence in his search for the
sublime.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Childers:

The book The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book
The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a reserve The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens. Kinds
of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this book?

Gene Kirkland:

This The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens book is not really ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information
you will get. This particular The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens without we comprehend
teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry The Whole
Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Whole
Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens having fine arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Norman Duque:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by net on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is named of book
The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without
departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential
that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot to other place.

Juanita Geil:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. With the
book The Whole Harmonium: The Life of Wallace Stevens we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book The Whole Harmonium: The
Life of Wallace Stevens. You can more inviting than now.
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