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In the Western imagination, the Middle Eastern harem was a place of sex, debauchery, slavery,
miscegenation, power, riches, and sheer abandon. But for the women and children who actually inhabited
this realm of the imperial palace, the reality was vastly different. In this collection of translated memoirs,
three women who lived in the Ottoman imperial harem in Istanbul between 1876 and 1924 offer a fascinating
glimpse 'behind the veil' into the lives of Muslim palace women of the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. The memoirists are Filizten, concubine to Sultan Murad V; Princess Ayse, daughter of Sultan
Abdulhamid II; and Safiye, a schoolteacher who instructed the grandchildren and harem ladies of Sultan
Mehmed V. Their recollections of the Ottoman harem reveal the rigid protocol and hierarchy that governed
the lives of the imperial family and concubines, as well as the hundreds of slave women and black eunuchs
in service to them. The memoirists show that, far from being a place of debauchery, the harem was a family
home in which polite and refined behavior prevailed.
Douglas Brookes explains the social structure of the nineteenth-century Ottoman palace harem in his
introduction. These three memoirs, written across a half century and by women of differing social classes,
offer a fuller and richer portrait of the Ottoman imperial harem than has ever before been available in
English.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Oberlin:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new information.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem, it is possible to tells your
family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them
reading a guide.

Gloria Eller:

The actual book The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem has a lot
details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was published by
the very famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Jack Harbin:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman
Harem why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an
individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense
will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Geneva Orta:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon. The The
Concubine, the Princess, and the Teacher: Voices from the Ottoman Harem offer you a new experience in
examining a book.
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