
The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino:
Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to

Ancient History)
Jerry Toner

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1421415860
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1421415860
http://sapek.club/go/read.php?id=1421415860


The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the
Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History)

Jerry Toner

The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History)
Jerry Toner

The Roman emperor Commodus wanted to kill a rhinoceros with a bow and arrow, and he wanted to do it in
the Colosseum. Commodus’s passion for hunting animals was so fervent that he dreamt of shooting a tiger,
an elephant, and a hippopotamus; his prowess was such that people claimed he never missed when hurling
his javelin or firing arrows from his bow. For fourteen days near the end of AD 192, the emperor mounted
one of the most lavish and spectacular gladiatorial games Rome had ever seen. Commodus himself was the
star attraction, and people rushed from all over Italy to witness the spectacle. But this slaughter was simply
the warm-up act to the main event: the emperor was also planning to fight as a gladiator.

Why did Roman rulers spend vast resources on such over-the-top displays?and why did some emperors
appear in them as combatants? Why did the Roman rabble enjoy watching the slaughter of animals and the
sight of men fighting to the death? And how best can we in the modern world understand what was truly at
stake in the circus and the arena? In The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino, Jerry Toner set out to answer these
questions by vividly describing what it would have been like to attend Commodus’ fantastic shows and
watch one of his many appearances as both hunter and fighter.

Highlighting the massive logistical effort needed to supply the games with animals, performers, and
criminals for execution, the book reveals how blood and gore were actually incidental to what really
mattered. Gladiatorial games played a key role in establishing a forum for political debate between the rulers
and the ruled. Roman crowds were not passive: they were made up of sophisticated consumers with their
own political aims, which they used the games to secure. In addition, the games also served as a pure
expression of what it meant to be a true Roman. Drawing on notions of personal honor, manly vigor, and
sophisticated craftsmanship, the games were a story that the Romans loved to tell themselves about
themselves.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Hunt:

This The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History)
tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Day
Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History) can be among
the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed an individual
with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Day
Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History) forcing you to
have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Roy Matsumoto:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this The
Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History).

Susan Peterson:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely of course.
People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is actually The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient
History).

Susan Negri:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino:
Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to Ancient History) reserve written by well-known writer who
knows well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then
you still uncertainty The Day Commodus Killed a Rhino: Understanding the Roman Games (Witness to



Ancient History) as good book not simply by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can
break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.
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