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“So inviting you might find yourself tempted to give the experience a whirl and ride the Italian trains
yourself, book in hand.”—Liesl Schillinger, New York Times Book Review

Tim Parks’s books on Italy have been hailed as "so vivid, so packed with delectable details, [they] serve as a
more than decent substitute for the real thing" (Los Angeles Times Book Review). Now, in his first Italian
travelogue in a decade, he delivers a charming and funny portrait of Italian ways by riding its trains from
Verona to Milan, Rome to Palermo, and right down to the heel of Italy.

Parks begins as any traveler might: "A train is a train is a train, isn’t it?" But soon he turns his novelist’s eye
to the details, and as he journeys through majestic Milano Centrale station or on the newest high-speed rail
line, he delivers a uniquely insightful portrait of Italy. Through memorable encounters with ordinary
Italians—conductors and ticket collectors, priests and prostitutes, scholars and lovers, gypsies and
immigrants—Parks captures what makes Italian life distinctive: an obsession with speed but an acceptance of
slower, older ways; a blind eye toward brutal architecture amid grand monuments; and an undying love of a
good argument and the perfect cappuccino.

Italian Ways also explores how trains helped build Italy and how their development reflects Italians’ sense of
themselves from Garibaldi to Mussolini to Berlusconi and beyond. Most of all, Italian Ways is an
entertaining attempt to capture the essence of modern Italy. As Parks writes, "To see the country by train is
to consider the crux of the essential Italian dilemma: Is Italy part of the modern world, or not?"
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From reader reviews:

Georgia Hernandez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Italian Ways:
On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You recognize beside
you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Brent Henderson:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Italian Ways: On and
Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo suitable to you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermois one of several
books that everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read
this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in
the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this
particular book.

Frances Fortier:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

William Holmes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails from Milan to Palermo
was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Italian Ways: On and Off the Rails
from Milan to Palermo has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit
your needs and try to like reading in which.
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