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The chaotic events leading up to Mitt Romney's defeat in the 2012 election indicated how far the Republican
Party had rocketed rightward away from the center of public opinion. Republicans in Congress threatened to
shut down the government and force a U.S. debt default. Tea Party activists mounted primary challenges
against Republican officeholders who appeared to exhibit too much pragmatism or independence.
Moderation and compromise were dirty words in the Republican presidential debates. The GOP, it seemed,
had suddenly become a party of ideological purity.

Except this development is not new at all. In Rule and Ruin, Geoffrey Kabaservice reveals that the moderate
Republicans' downfall began not with the rise of the Tea Party but about the time of President Dwight
Eisenhower's farewell address. Even in the 1960s, when left-wing radicalism and right-wing backlash
commanded headlines, Republican moderates and progressives formed a powerful movement, supporting
pro-civil rights politicians like Nelson Rockefeller and William Scranton, battling big-government liberals
and conservative extremists alike. But the Republican civil war ended with the overthrow of the moderate
ideas, heroes, and causes that had comprised the core of the GOP since its formation. In hindsight, it is
today's conservatives who are "Republicans in Name Only."

Writing with passionate sympathy for a bygone tradition of moderation, Kabaservice recaptures a time when
fiscal restraint was matched with social engagement; when a cohort of leading Republicans opposed the
Vietnam war; when George Romney--father of Mitt Romney--conducted a nationwide tour of American
poverty, from Appalachia to Watts, calling on society to "listen to the voices from the ghetto." Rule and Ruin
is an epic, deeply researched history that reorients our understanding of our political past and present.

Today, following the Republicans' loss of the popular vote in five of the last six presidential contests,
moderates remain marginalized in the GOP and progressives are all but nonexistent. In this insightful and
elegantly argued book, Kabaservice contends that their decline has left Republicans less capable of
governing responsibly, with dire consequences for all Americans. He has added a new afterword that
considers the fallout from the 2012 elections.
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From reader reviews:

Tonya Hooper:

Here thing why this specific Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the Destruction of the
Republican Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American Political Development)
are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content
from it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and
the Destruction of the Republican Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development) giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any book out
there but there is no reserve that similar with Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the
Destruction of the Republican Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere
like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the
Destruction of the Republican Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American
Political Development) in e-book can be your choice.

Peggy Hardman:

The book Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the Destruction of the Republican Party, From
Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can get
the point easily after reading this book.

Philip Edwards:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
will be Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the Destruction of the Republican Party, From
Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American Political Development).

Yolanda Nitta:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was exactly



added. This reserve Rule and Ruin: The Downfall of Moderation and the Destruction of the Republican
Party, From Eisenhower to the Tea Party (Studies in Postwar American Political Development) was filled
regarding science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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