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Caravansaries in Iran were built mainly during 17th and 18th century in many places inside as well as
outside of major cities of Iran. Some have linked the idea of building resting places for the caravans to the
pre-Islamic (pre-A.D. 7th century) chapaar khaanehs ( --resting places for the carriers of Kings' messages
among different satraps (--administrative represent of the Kings) in the Persian Empire. After the conquest of
the Persian Empire by Moslems in the A.D. 7th century, however, the administration was replaced by the
Caliphite dynasty. Merchants and pilgrims from all parts of the Moslem empire (--from China to Syria) were
traveling by means of camels via caravans were traveling in the empire. While the caravans could stop and
rest in major cities, but a stop in the deserts or the roads between cities were not easily possible. In the 17th
and 18th century, therefore, Shah Abbass Safavi ordered the construction of 1000 caravansaries in Iran.
While the ancient Silk Road from China to Syria were the main location to build caravansaries, they also
were built in other cities and towns. Inside a city, a caravansary was functioning as a place to load and
upload goods that the caravans were carrying in their path from China to Syria and from Syria to China.
By the invention of cars, trains, and airplane, the ancient caravans were cancelled and the caravansaries in
the Silk Road as well as in other parts of the country were abandoned. Today, the caravansaries are just
historic sites and visited by different tourists as they represent the style and the plan of different indigenous
architects of Iran. Since the plans of caravansaries were mainly in the mind of the indigenous builders at the
time of construction (17th and 18th centuries), who had zero or little reading and writing ability, it is stated
by a lecturer in the architecture department , that no two caravansaries look similar. From this point of view,
the architecture of caravansaries is regarded as one of the best samples of the indigenous (or the clay)
architecture of Iran that is rooted from the talents and tastes of the Iranian builders. Lasting for more than 3
centuries, by such traditional materials as clay, sun-baked or half-baked bricks, some of the caravansaries of
Iran should be considered as masterpieces of the clay or traditional architecture in Iran.
For the first time, the introduction of Iranian caravansaries are made in the English language after many
years of data collections in the trips by authors to different historic cities of Iran. In order to impart to readers
that the caravansaries were functioning as inns at the time when modern features such as cars, trains, and
airplanes did not exit, the expression Ancient Silk Road was included in the title of the work, but the samples
collected in the present work include many caravansaries at or outside of the ancient silk road.
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From reader reviews:

Bruce England:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns At The Ancient Silk Road or-, you may tells your family, friends
in addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
book.

Sarah Brumfield:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
search likes. Maybe you answer may be Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns At The Ancient Silk Road
or- why because the amazing cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not disappoint
anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense
will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Tracy Laflamme:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns At The
Ancient Silk Road or- or maybe others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In different case, beside
science e-book, any other book likes Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns At The Ancient Silk Road or- to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Amelia Page:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns
At The Ancient Silk Road or- to make your personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading
ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up



a book and examine it. Beside that the book Caravansaries of Iran: Antiquated Inns At The Ancient Silk
Road or- can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing
of their time.
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