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Written by one of the leading scholars of Japanese religion, The Fluid Pantheon is the first installment of a
multivolume project that promises to be a milestone in our understanding of the mythico-ritual system of
esoteric Buddhism--specifically the nature and roles of deities in the religious world of medieval Japan and
beyond. Bernard Faure introduces readers to medieval Japanese religiosity and shows the centrality of the
gods in religious discourse and ritual; in doing so he moves away from the usual textual, historical, and
sociological approaches that constitute the "method" of current religious studies. The approach considers the
gods (including buddhas and demons) as meaningful and powerful interlocutors and not merely as cyphers
for social groups or projections of the human mind. Throughout he engages insights drawn from
structuralism, post-structuralism, and Actor-network theory to retrieve the "implicit pantheon" (as opposed to
the "explicit orthodox pantheon") of esoteric Japanese Buddhism (Mikky?). Through a number of case
studies, Faure describes and analyzes the impressive mythological and ritual efflorescence that marked the
medieval period, not only in the religious domain, but also in the political, artistic, and literary spheres. He
displays vast knowledge of his subject and presents his research--much of it in largely unstudied material--
with theoretical sophistication. His arguments and analyses assume the centrality of the iconographic record,
and so he has brought together in this volume a rich and rare collection of more than 180 color and black-
and-white images. This emphasis on iconography and the ways in which it complements, supplements, or
deconstructs textual orthodoxy is critical to a fuller comprehension of a set of medieval Japanese beliefs and
practices. It also offers a corrective to the traditional division of the field into religious studies, which
typically ignores the images, and art history, which oftentimes overlooks their ritual and religious meaning.
The Fluid Pantheon and its companion volumes should persuade readers that the gods constituted a central
part of medieval Japanese religion and that the latter cannot be reduced to a simplistic confrontation,
parallelism, or complementarity between some monolithic teachings known as "Buddhism" and "Shinto."
Once these reductionist labels and categories are discarded, a new and fascinating religious landscape begins
to unfold.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Haag:

This The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of Medieval Japan) book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually information inside this
guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you
will get. This particular The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of Medieval Japan) without we recognize teach the one
who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Fluid Pantheon
(Gods of Medieval Japan) can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of
Medieval Japan) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Guy Gregory:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Fluid Pantheon
(Gods of Medieval Japan) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and want in this era.

Thomas Deleon:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of
Medieval Japan), you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Mary Adamczyk:

Beside this kind of The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of Medieval Japan) in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is
fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is
good thing to have The Fluid Pantheon (Gods of Medieval Japan) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end
up to happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it
from now!
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