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This little book, written at the height of his career by Josef Lhevinne, the "inward poet of the piano," is a
clear statement of principles based on his lifelong experience in performance and teaching. Lhevinne was,
with Rachmaninoff, Schnabel, and Hoffman, one of the great modern masters, and was the first artist invited
to teach at the newly formed Julliard Graduate School of Music.
Technique, through essential, must be subordinate to musical understanding. Complete knowledge of scales,
apprehended not mechanically but musically; understanding of the uses of rests and silence, which Mozart
considered the greatest effect in music; a feeling for rhythm and training of the ear; these are the basic
elements of a thorough grounding in musicianship and are accordingly emphasized in the opening chapters.
The heart of the book is devoted to the attainment of a beautiful tone. Anyone who has heard Lhevinne play
or has listened to one of his recordings will know how great were his achievements in that area. The secret
lay, at least in part, in the technique he called "the arm floating in air," and in the use of the wrists as natural
shock absorbers. The achievement of varieties of tone, of the singing, ringing tone, of brilliancy, of delicacy,
and of power are all explained in terms of a careful analysis of the ways in which the fingers, hand, wrist,
arm, and indeed the whole body function in striking the keys. There are further remarks about how to get a
clear staccato and an unblurred legato, about the dangers of undue emphasis on memorization and the need
for variety in practicing, and special comments on the use of the pedal, which should be employed with as
much precision as the keys.
Throughout, specific musical examples are presented as illustrations. The author draws not only upon his
own experiences and methods, but upon the examples of Anton Rubenstein and of his teacher, Safonoff, for
this remarkably lucid and concise formulation of basic principles.
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From reader reviews:

Lois Yale:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Basic Principles in Pianoforte
Playing (Dover Books on Music) is kind of book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Christopher Ray:

Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) can be one of your nice books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Basic Principles in
Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) however doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the
hottest and based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Danny Miller:

The book untitled Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author.
The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can
read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
study.

Stephen Mosley:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more precious than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of many books in the
top checklist in your reading list is usually Basic Principles in Pianoforte Playing (Dover Books on Music).
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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