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"With this profound and magnificent book, drawing on his deep reservoir of thought and expertise in the
humanities, James MacGregor Burns takes us into the fire's center. As a 21st-century philosopher, he brings
to vivid life the incandescent personalities and ideas that embody the best in Western civilization and shows
us how understanding them is essential for anyone who would seek to decipher the complex problems and
potentialities of the world we will live in tomorrow." --Michael Beschloss, New York Times bestselling
author of Presidential Courage: Brave Leaders and How They Changed America, 1789-1989

"James MacGregor Burns is a national treasure, and Fire and Light is the elegiac capstone to a career
devoted to understanding the seminal ideas that made America - for better and for worse - what it is." --
Joseph J. Ellis, Pulitzer Prize and National Book Award winning author Revolutionary Summer

Pulitzer Prize-winning and bestselling historian James MacGregor Burns explores the most daring and
transformational intellectual movement in history, the European and American Enlightenment

In this engaging, provocative history, James MacGregor Burns brilliantly illuminates the two-hundred-year
conflagration of the Enlightenment, when audacious questions and astonishing ideas tore across Europe and
the New World, transforming thought, overturning governments, and inspiring visionary political
experiments. Fire and Light brings to vivid life the galaxy of revolutionary leaders of thought and action
who, armed with a new sense of human possibility, driven by a hunger for change, created the modern world.
Burns discovers the origins of a distinctive American Enlightenment in men like the Founding Fathers
Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison, and their early encounters with
incendiary European ideas about liberty and equality. It was these thinker-activists who framed the United
States as a grand and continuing experiment in Enlightenment principles.

Today the same questions Enlightenment thinkers grappled with have taken on new urgency around the
world: in the turmoil of the Arab Spring, in the former Soviet Union, and China, as well as in the United
States itself. What should a nation be? What should citizens expect from their government? Who should lead
and how can leadership be made both effective and accountable? What is happiness, and what can the state
contribute to it? Burns's exploration of the ideals and arguments that formed the bedrock of our modern
world shines a new light on these ever-important questions.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Russell:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want experience
happy read one using theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the Fire and Light: How the
Enlightenment Transformed Our World is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Thomas Carroll:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment
Transformed Our World can be good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Fire and Light: How the
Enlightenment Transformed Our World that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who want
to start studying as your good habit, you could pick Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment Transformed
Our World become your own starter.

Herman Jenkins:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular Fire and Light: How the Enlightenment
Transformed Our World can give you a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have thing
that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let me have Fire and Light: How the
Enlightenment Transformed Our World.
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