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Forms offers a powerful new answer to one of the most pressing problems facing literary, critical, and
cultural studies today--how to connect form to political, social, and historical context. Caroline Levine
argues that forms organize not only works of art but also political life--and our attempts to know both art and
politics. Inescapable and frequently troubling, forms shape every aspect of our experience. But forms don't
impose their order in any simple way. Multiple shapes, patterns, and arrangements, overlapping and
colliding, generate complex and unpredictable social landscapes that challenge and unsettle conventional
analytic models in literary and cultural studies.

Borrowing the concept of "affordances" from design theory, this book investigates the specific ways that four
major forms--wholes, rhythms, hierarchies, and networks--have structured culture, politics, and scholarly
knowledge across periods, and it proposes exciting new ways of linking formalism to historicism and
literature to politics. Levine rereads both formalist and antiformalist theorists, including Cleanth Brooks,
Michel Foucault, Jacques Rancière, Mary Poovey, and Judith Butler, and she offers engaging accounts of a
wide range of objects, from medieval convents and modern theme parks to Sophocles's Antigone and the
television series The Wire.

The result is a radically new way of thinking about form for the next generation and essential reading for
scholars and students across the humanities who must wrestle with the problem of form and context.
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From reader reviews:

Cortney Roller:

This Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world
is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This specific Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Forms: Whole, Rhythm,
Hierarchy, Network can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Forms: Whole, Rhythm,
Hierarchy, Network having great arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not truly feel
uninterested in reading.

Lois Maestas:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network
is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Dennis Stclair:

The guide with title Forms: Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network contains a lot of information that you can
study it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
glowbal growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Scott Croft:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand
that reading is very important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Forms:
Whole, Rhythm, Hierarchy, Network.
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